YOdOI‘ DOS[OCVSky (1821-1881) was a

Russian novelist, journalist, and short-story

writer whose psychological penetration
into the human soul had a profound influence on
the 20th century literature.

Dostoevsky was born in Moscow, as the
second son of a former army doctor. He was
educated at home and at a private school. Shortly
after the death of his mother in 1837 he was sent
to St. Petersburg, where he entered the Army
Engineering College. Dostoevsky graduated as a
military engineer, but resigned in 1844 to devote
himself to writing. His first novel, Poor Folk
appeared in 1846. In 1846 he joined a group of
utopian socialists. He was arrested in 1849 and
sentenced to death. The sentence was commuted
to imprisonment in Siberia. Dostoevsky spent the
next four years in hard labor and four years as a
soldier in Semipalatinsk.

Dostoevsky returned to St. Petersburg in
1854 as a writer. In 1867 Dostoevsky married Anna
Snitkin, his 22-year old stenographer, who seems
to have understood her husband’s manias and
rages. They traveled abroad and returned in 1871.

An epileptic all his life, Dostoevsky died in St.
Petersburg on February g, 1881.
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‘A timeless classic which shall

never leave my bookshelf.”
-Noam CHoMsKY

‘Give yourself enough time to
read this book; you won't want

to put down. -STEPHEN KING

A DESPERATE YOUNG MAN PLANS THE PERFECT CRIME?

the murder of a despicable pawnbroker, an old women no one loves and no one
will mourn. Is it not just, he reasons, for a man of genius to commit such a crime,
to transgress moral law - if it will ultimately benefit humanity? So begins one of the
greatest novels ever written: a powerful psychological study, a terrifying murder
mystery, a fascinating detective thriller infused with philosophical, religious and
social commentary. Raskolnikov, an impoverished student living in a garret in the
gloomy slums of St. Petersburg, carries out his grotesque scheme and plunges
into a hell of persecution, madness and terror. Crime And Punishment takes the
reader on a journey into the darkest recesses of the criminal and depraved mind,
and exposes the soul of a man possessed by both good and evil ... a man who cannot

escape his own conscience.
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PUNISIHMENT

ostoevsky’s drama of sin, guilt, and
redemption transforms the sordid

juswysiungd

story of an old woman’s murder into
the nineteenth century’s profoundest and most
compelling philosophical novel.

Raskolnikov, an impoverished student
living in the St. Petersburg of the tsars, is
determined to overreach his humanity and
assert his untrammeled individual will. When
he commits an act of murder and theft, he sets
into motion a story that, for its excruciating
suspense, its atmospheric vividness, and its
depth of characterization and vision is almost
unequaled in the literatures of the world. The best
known of Dostoevsky’s masterpieces, Crime and
Punishment can bear any amount of rereading
without losing a drop of its power over our
imaginations.

Award-winning translators Richard Pevear
and Larissa Volokhonsky render this elusive
and wildly innovative novel with an energy,
suppleness, and range of voice that do full justice
to the genius of its creator.
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